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as it is called in the gospels, the kingdom of heaven." Within this 
sphere the idea of communion among its members grew up, and that 
idea found its expression in ancient times, as well as in our own day, 
"in intercession for one another on the part of believers still living, in 
prayers to God for the souls of deceased believers, and in supplica- 
tions to the departed members of the kingdom of God for their prayers 
in the presence of God, either on behalf of Christians still on the earth 
or on behalf of believing souls who had already departed this life." 
Hence came the place given to "saints" in the technical sense, to 
martyrs, and to guardian angels. 

The first task of the author is to show how the sphere of these ideas 
enlarged by sweeping the boundaries of the kingdom forward till they 
embraced the departed who had died in Christ, and backward till they 
embraced all those servants of God whose day fell before the coming 
of Christ. Then it came to pass that the ideas of brotherhood and com- 
radeship, expressed and emphasized at the Lord's Supper, proceeded 
in their own way to cover this enlarged sphere of the kingdom. The 
earliest documentary evidence found for the existence of prayers for 
the dead is, according to our author, an inscription found in the cata- 
combs of Saint Priscilla, and belonging to the time when Justin lived 
and taught in Rome. The history of the development of this wide 
range of ideas is divided into two parts, one ending with the beginning 
of the fourth century, and the other with the close of the fifth century, 
at which time the doctrines prevalent during the Middle Ages in this 
sphere had become fixed. In the first period the most potent influ- 
ence was that exerted by Origen, and in the second that exerted by 

Augustine. 

J. L. Gilmour. 
Hamilton, Canada. 

PSEUDO-DlONYSIUS AREOPAG1TA IN SEINEN BEZ1EHUNGEN ZUM 

Neuplatonismus und Mysterienwesen. Eine litterarhis- 
torische Untersuchung. Von Hugo Koch. Mainz : Kirch- 
heim, 1900. Pp. xii + 276. M. 7. 

The fact is well established that the Dionysian writings were not 
written by Dionysius the Areopagite ; also that they resemble the 
writing of the new Platonists, especially Proclus. Some writers, how- 
ever, still ascribe these writings to a Dionysius, living about the middle 
of the fourteenth century, which leaves the question open whether 
Pseudo-Dionysius borrowed from Proclus or vice versa, or both from 
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common sources. Dr. Koch, therefore, who wrote two theses on the 
subject in 1895, now reinforces them by this careful and detailed com- 
parison of the two bodies of writings. The net result of the essay is a 
clear demonstration that Pseudo-Dionysius used Proclus, and that to 
the extent of borrowing much material bodily from him. That the 
operation could not have been vice versa is shown from the consistency 
of Proclus' material, and an irregularity in that of Pseudo-Dionysius 
which is so great that the meaning can be understood at times only by 
reference to the text of Proclus. He finds also in Pseudo-Dionysius 
traces of Philo and the Hermetic writings. 

The time of composition is the beginning of the sixth century ; the 
place of composition, Syria. The hypothesis of a second redaction is 
rejected. 

The bulk of the work is taken up by the detailed comparison of 
the various writings, often in the effective double column. While in 
no sense a popular work, it is a most important contribution to the his- 
tory of mysticism, in that it establishes the point at which the variant 
elements of Platonism, Hermeticism, and Christianity were united into 
the new system which we call Christian mysticism, and of which Pseudo- 
Dionysius is the " father " in a fuller and stricter sense than ever before. 

Koch fakes those critics who still stand for a date before Proclus a 
little more seriously than an English Protestant would, but the value 
of this essay lies, not in the matter of date, but in the fact that it shows 
the direct connection of Proclus with modern Christian mysticism. 
The book is indispensable to the student of this subject. 

Ernest C. Richardson. 
Princeton University Library. 

Die Kirchenrechtsquellen des Patriarchats Alexandrien. 
Zusammengestellt und zum Teil iibersetzt. Von Wilhelm 
Riedel. Leipzig: Deichert, 1900. Pp. iv-f-311. M. 10. 

It has long been known that an Arabic-Christian literature of con- 
siderable scope and value was awaiting exploitation at the hands of 
European and American scholars. The similar literature in the Syriac, 
Ethiopic, and Coptic languages had received considerable attention, 
and it was time that so capable and so enterprising a scholar as Riedel 
should not only make a thorough inventory of the Arabic-Christian 
documents and their depositories, but should also give to students of 
church history some account of their contents and importance. The 
author accounts for the comparative neglect of this body of literature 



